SPEECH OF SECRETARY (LABOUR & EMPLOYMENT) IN THE CONFERENCE OF DISTRICT COLLECTORS OF NATIONAL CHILD LABOUR PROJECT (NCLP) DISTRICTS AT PUNE
Shri Sahni on behalf of the Ministry welcomed all the participants.  He stated that Central Institute of Road Transport (CIRT) has been chosen for conference because of its excellent infrastructural facilities and long experience in holding conferences.  He observed that the NCLP Scheme is not only important in terms  of huge financial implications as there has been a massive step up in the budget under the plan during the 10th Plan but also because of the specific target of elimination of child labour in hazardous occupations by the end of the 10th Plan.  He said that this was the first review meeting of the NCLP Scheme that he was attending and during this meeting, he would like to hear from the DMs about the ground reality and  the constraints and difficulties at the field level and how best the Central Government could assist the districts in achieving this target.  Secretary said that child labour was a saga of economic deprivation and compelling circumstances at home. He urged that each one of us, the District Collectors and the Project Directors under this scheme will therefore, have to come out of the bureaucratic mould, take an extra mile and ensure that we discharge our duties laid down under the Constitution and also to the spirit of the noble objective of the scheme.   He added that it was not only the responsibility of the Central Monitoring Committee but also the State Government and District NCLP society to see that this scheme is properly implemented in the districts. He observed that Collectors are not finding enough time to discharge their duties under the scheme as they have implementing various schemes in the district.  He urged everyone to do some soul searching and to have a spirit of empathy and not sympathy towards this noble cause of elimination of child labour from our country.   He also added that under the WTO Regulations, the developed countries were using existence of child labour in our country as an opportunity to refuse the entry of our products into the international market.  It was, therefore, important that we make all efforts to achieve the deadline of elimination of child labour in hazardous occupations by the end of the 10th Plan.  

